T lymphocyte subpopulations and lymphocytotoxic antibodies in patients with autoimmune haemolytic anaemia.
Evaluation of T lymphocyte subpopulations was performed on peripheral blood of patients affected by idiopathic or associated autoimmune haemolytic anaemia. A marked reduction of absolute number of T gamma and T mu cells was observed in 11 of 16 patients; a decrease of both OKT4+ and OKT8+ cells was found in 8 of 10 patients. Circulating cytotoxic antibodies against autologous and allogenic T lymphocytes and/or thymocytes were found in almost all the cases. T lymphocyte subsets depletion, probably connected to antibodies against T lymphocytes and their thymic precursors, could play a role in autoimmunity because of T3+/T4+ cell depletion.